Comprehensive local course listings in every issue!

0L IR MAGAZINE

Southern California

New Golf Balls!

Our Readers Put Jhem to. the Jest

; ,f; $3.95

71 896

08

£¢815



NATIONAL SECTION

Brought to you by SNAG Golf

Challenge Golf Leagues o

Big Hit with Youngsters Nationwide

Youngsters in Richmond, Virginia have
plenty of opportunities to play a variety of
team sports in an organized league setting.

Thart goes for golf, too.

Whar's taking place in Richmond is
part of a national effort spearheaded by
Hook A Kid On Golf, America’s most
comprehensive junior golf development
program, to create additional opportunities
for youngsters to play golf in a fun-filled
and competitive team format through its
Challenge Golf Leagues.

“The Challenge Golf Leagues have
been a big hit with the kids here,” said
Donald Coleman, youth golf coordinator
for the City of Richmond Parks and
Recreation. “It’s a well-structured program

thar allows kids who are interested in golf

to continue playing in a unique format
that’s never been available before.”

The success of the program in
Richmond, which featured 48 youngsters
last summer, is indicative of how the
leagues have been embraced in other cities
across the country. This summer Challenge
Golf Leagues will be held in Arizona,
Michigan, Ohio, Kansas, Texas, Illinois,
Indiana, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Louisiana,
Florida and the District of Columbia.

“The kids are having so much fun
playing in the Challenge Golf Leagues,”
Coleman said. “It’s compertitive, bur
afterward they're still friends and they all

get together to have a soda and chat.”

e Pub Links

The emergence of the Challenge Golf
Leagues have quickly filled a huge void
that’s existed for quite some time across
the youth sports landscape.

Despite rapidly growing interest in the
sport among youngsters nationwide, golf
industry figures indicate that 85 percent
of all children who learn the game never
have a chance to tee it up in any type of
structured league formar.

Furthermore, the National Golf
Foundation reports that the average age a
person is introduced to golf is 27, an
alarming number considering that many
children are already fielding grounders,
catching passes, shooting baskets and

scoring goals by the time they've reached

their sixth birchday.

Approximately
3 million youngsters
participate in Little
League Baseball and
another 750,000 are
involved with AYSO
soccer. While
thousands of
youngsters are
introduced to golf
each year, their enthusiasm for continuing
with the sport often fizzles when they
encounter obstacles such as limited available
course time and the cost of playing.
Furthermore, the lure of team sports often
draws many youngsters to enroll in sports
they can play with their friends.

Much of the appeal of the Challenge
Golf Leagues can be traced to the fact that
they are designed similar to other popular
team sports. They feature parents and
volunteers who serve as coaches for the
teams, just like in other organized sports.
There are also practices during the week
so the youngsters get a chance to work on

their games with their teammates.
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“I've always said that golf can be one of
the loneliest games of all because you
spend so much time working on your
own,” said PGA Senior Tour golfer Bob
Murphy, Hook A Kid On Golf’s national
spokesperson. “Through the Challenge
Leagues youngsters have the unique
opportunity to learn and develop skills
with their teammates and to use them in a
competitive format that’s never been
available before.”

There are six players on a team, which
are broken into three two-person teams
that compete in a nine-hole match-play
scramble against a twosome from the
opposing team. Youngsters on the
respective teams wear matching shirts or
hats to instill the team concept and a
coach or volunteer parent walks with each
group to keep score and answer any
questions regarding rules that may arise
during the match.

“The team-oriented play benefits
youngsters in so many ways,” said Earl
Scheel, who coached a Challenge League
team thar included his son in West Palm
Beach, Florida. “In many respects it's
better than regular tournament golf
because they're learning to work together
with their partner in choosing what shot
to play, selecting the proper club,
discussing strategy on how they want to
play a particular hole and helping each
other read greens.”

At the conclusion of the Challenge
League season youngsters have an
opportunity to qualify for the Traditions
of Golf Challenge.

This national event was created by
Hook A Kid On Golf to provide a fun and
competitive team format that isn’t available
anywhere else in the country, and in the
process instill in youngsters important

aspects of the game that are often






