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The Man From SNAG

SNAG is whar ]‘.;l]'lprrh- when velcro tar-
gets meet golb balls working undercover,
cleverly disguised as tennis balls. My
hunch is that SNAG is really an acronym
for some spy burean (is SMERSH just a

coincidence?), such as the Sociery of

Newly Acquired Golfers, Their mission is
to bring more golfers into the game,
whether young or old, by dropping the
entry skill level withoue sucking out the
fun.

The colorful balls, oversized plastic
clubs, “sticky” flags and other targets opens
the door for both creative playtime and
SCIMI-SCNoUs competiton.

President Terry Anton enthusiastically
explained SNAGS "no limititions” appeal:
"Wally Armstrong and [ looked ar the
myriad challenges thar faced enery level
golf.
bound, with miniarure golf or actual golf.
And while pitch ‘n putr filled some of the
gap. people were still frustrated by not
1"H."j!'|.!‘_ able o make a full swing. We real-
fzed vou pguys (rnge owners) had a wan-
derful environment that could be mirmed

We realized thar we were facility

into a course to learn and PL'.""I- The
mobility of SNAG 1o be arranged in
almost any spacious environment is a
major asset,

Anton feels the lucrative corporate out-
ings market can be expanded, appealing
to non l:.l]ll.l.'r.'- who have 1r.:|g|]linr|..[||_t' been

“There are

excluded from outings:

Joo Barrow, Jr., the Executive Director of the First Tee
spoke about moving into Phase Two and the importance
of giving kids life skills training. A

cremendous Corporate
opportunitics our there. We
also found that women hie it
abour the same distance as
men, and thats prey spe
cial. And with kids, because
they and their parents are
still in the same ||.';ii_"u:.- as far
as distance, it really means a
lot o the them. People
accelerate o traditional
equipment rapidly, especial
ly women and children
Were not the end all for

golf, bue the first touch.”

First Tee: Moving to
Stage Two-Synergy

The First Tee, the ambi
Lous iniLative whose
founding partners include
the PGA, USGA, PGA Tour, The Masters,
and the LIPGA, is ahcad of schedule., With
an initial Phase One goal looking at one
bundred facilicies (which includes practice
facilities with short courses that vary
between 3 holes and 18 holes), they're
close o topping a hul1|.l|1'g|-|'u|:|.j.'. That's
the good news, The magnitude of whar
they're trying 1o accomplish is still a far
sighted goal, Joe Louis Barrow, Jr. The
First Tees Execurive Director, addressed
the GRAA w explain the next stage or
Phase Twoa ol First Tee,

“The next five years is about impacting
the lives of 500,000 kids,”

growth of new facili-

trim back the

ties (maxing out at
250) and focus on
building  parener
ships and alfiliations
with exisrng facili-
tics in order o insull
instruction and wval-
ues for the game. We
think it's a tremen-
dous  opportunicy
for the golf industry
to capitalize on the
participation of
500,000 kids in the
game over the next
five years..and the
next twenty,”

Tarry Anton has done stints playing the A
Hale Irwin's company and now launching his own venture
with teaching Wally Armatrong called SNAG Golf, A

£

5! =

Barrow i 'l.vurrl-.in!: coward urtilizing
every avenue available to expose more chil
dren to the game, especially golf ranges,
since thev're cradles of lc;n‘l‘lillr,. And as he
perceives it, the pavoff extends far beyond
the airway.

“For those of us who have played golf,
we're probably different people because of
it,” he recalled. “And we'd like to share that
with kids who otherwise wouldnt have
access to the game. To improve they'll have
to focus, deal with the emotional chal-
lenges and work hard. We want them o
tike those same values oft the course and
nto ther lives and education,”

Barrow grew up in South Chicago, in
the shadow of rall smoke stacks from seeel
mills in Hammond, Indiana
hecame a site of one of the inidal First [ec
F?rlllfll".'ll:'ls, al

This area

nine-hole course. “When |
went there for the grand opening |
wirtnessed black, white and Hispanic, boys
and girls of different ages...for the firs
time in their lives hiting golf balls,” he
recollecred.

“There were preat smiles and pride
when the ball Aew off the tee, and behind
them were their parents. One of the -
ents could |1.ih||_1. stay sl l.\';ih.]:iua.: his
child, and when the kids wenr off he tried
E‘lilr'tllg some halls. I asked him if he had
ever played the game. He said no, but now
he has a reason to, because his daughter
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